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3 1 Tim. iv. 6. 
A GOOD NEE OF JESUS CHRIST. 


ERE we more ſenſible of the ſolemn impor- 
a tance of eternal things, of the fallen ſtate of 
man, and of the deſign and value of the goſpel, which 
is the pozwer of God to ſalvation to every one that believeth, 
we ſhould have higher views than too many have of the 
great goodneſs of God, in giving us © good miniſters' 
of Jeſus Chriſt,” and of the loſs we ſuſtain when they 
are removed from us by death. We ſhould more cor- < 
dially mourn for the congregations from which they are "MY 
removed, and for the world at large. Theſe, therefore, 
are ſubjects which I earneſtly recommeMd to the ſerious. 
and. frequent meditation of all who fear and love God 
in this aſſembly. ale flott E Nun 


It has pleaſed our heavenly Father, in whoſe hands 
are the iſſues of life and death to call home to himſelf 
the Rev. Dre STEXNETT, one of the beſt of men, and 

one of the beſt of miniſters. His advantage is unſpeak- 
able; but many have great cauſe to Jament on their own. 

| \....___ account; 

V One part of this diſcourſe was delivered in the Morning, the 
other part in the Afternoon. In the Morning, ſome; illuſtration of 
the connection and preceding verſes was attempted, which is here 
omitted, A few expreffions, for obvious reaſons, are varied from. 
hat was addreſſed to the author's own congregation, © The leading. 
Thoughts and general Amplification are the ſame, - 
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| account ; and we all have reaſon to bewail the loſs which 


they ſuſtain with whom he was more 8 88 con- 


nected 4 


To pay a tabs of reſpe&t't to the memo of this good 


. miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, and of gratitude to that grace 
which made him ſuch, 1s 1 ny. preſent deſign, That he 


deſerved this title, will not, I am perſuaded, be diſput- 
ed by any who knew him. He had, perhaps, as many 
of thoſe qualities which conſtitute fach a character, as 
moſt miniſters of the preſent age. I am miſtaken if 
he had not that mentioned in the words. before the text 
to an eminent degree: If. thou put the brethren in re- 


membrance of theſe things, thou ſhalt be a good miniſter 


of Jeſus Chriſt. On the preſent occaſion, allow me to 
attempt an improvement of the words which I firſt read, 
with a view to the object I have mentioned, ſo far as 
may comport with that general object, never to be for- 
gotten in any public Aire you edification and fal- 
vation. | 


In the — * the apoſtle informs Timothy 
of a ſurprizing apoſtacy that ſhould take place in the 
chriſtian church in the following ages. The errors 
which ſhould baſten it's approach had, at that time, be- 
gun to prevail y und have prevailed. more or leſs ever 
fince. But the completion of this prophecy of Paul, 
may, to a moſt aſtoniſhing degree, be ſeen in the hiſto- 
ry of the Romiſh church tor more than a thouſand years 


paſt ; and the hiſtory of that church will afford the "beſt 


explanation of this extraordinary prediction. On the 
preſent occaſion, however; it will be neceſſary to omit 


ſuch explanation; and to confine ourſelves to the paſ- 


ſage before us, as connected with the context. On 
which we make three general obſervations. 


I. True believers in Ixsus CHRISͤTP are all brethren, 
= brethren of their miniſters ; and as ſuch they are 


to be treated. 


Fm * 4 
2 a * . —_—_— 


2 See 2 Thedlaloaiane, ii. 1.—6. 
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That the Apoſtles, in their writings, addreſs the 
believers to whom they write, by this appellation, is 
evident in all their epiſtles to every reader of the New 
Teſtament. It is expreſſive of that cloſe and tender 
relation in which they ſtand to each other; as being 
all born of Gop, as all poſſeſſing the fame Spirit; as 
all having an equal right to the ſame privileges and ad- 
vantages in the church and houſe of Gop; and as be- 
ing all heirs of the ſame glorious inheritance: 


(I.) All true believers are the children of Gop— 
« As many as received CRRIST, in the days of his 
fleſh, he“ gave them power to become the ſons of 
God, even to them that believed on his name 
Theſe were all “born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” In 
the days of the apoſtles, believers are ſaid to ſtand in 
the ſame relation. They were * all the children of 
Gop by faith in Chriſt Jeſus}.” Good men in all 
ages, are regenerated by the grace of God, and adopt - 
ed as his children: As ſuch, he here cares for them, 
and pities them, and will, at laſt, number them a- 
mong his jewels, as part of his peculiar treaſure . 
They are all „by nature children of wrath, even as 
others*. But they are born again, bofn of the ſpirit. 
They are renewed in the ſpirit of their mindg. They 
have experienced that important change, without which 
no man * can ſee the kingdom of God. As the good 
miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, the loſs of whom we now de- 
plore, was himſelf the ſubject of renewing grace, and 

gave the moſt ſubſtantial proofs of it in his temper and 

life; ſo he well knew how to ſpeak of it; and was par- 
Z | ticularly 
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I John i. 12. 13. 1 Gal. iii. 26. + Pſalm ciii. 13. + Mal, 
We 17. Epheſ. ii. 3. + John iii. 3. Epheſ. iv. 23. 
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ticularly pleaſed with thoſe ſermons and thoſe books in 
which it was rationally and evangelically delcribedſſ. 


| (2.) Real Chriſtians are properly ſtiled brethren, be- 


cauſe they all partake of the ſame ſpirit. The holy ſpirit 


is given to them that believe“; and © it any man have 
not the ſpirit of Chriſt he is none of his}. This pre- 
cious blefling is given to them as the * earneſt of that 
inheritance which is reſerved for them in heaven, It 
is a ſpirit of prayer and ſupplication ; of love, of pow- 
er, and of a ſound mind+ ; and a ſpirit of holineſs ; by. 
which they are inclined and enabled to glorify God in 


their lives. Through the ſpirit they “ mortify the 


/ 


deeds of the bodyt,” and ſubdue thoſe corruptions of 
nature, which are continually oppoſing and impeding 
their progreſs in the life and power of godlineſs. They 


** 


are * led by the ſpirit of God,” and this is the evi- 


\ dence that they “ are the ſons of God.“ 


No all believers have been made to drink into 
this one ſpirit}, and it is in them as © a well of water 
fringing up into everlaſting life. From hence © flow 
rivers of living water, in the holineſs of their tempers, 
lives, and ſpeech, to the honour of him who hath cal- 


led them to glory and virtue.“ The fruits of the ſpi- 


rit, which are produced in real chyiſtians are in all 
goodneſs, and righteouſneſs, and truth. They are 
“love, joy, peace, long: ſuffering, gentleneſs, good- 
neſs, fidelity, meekneſs, temperance*,” againſt which, 
there is no law, 22 
J But 


3 —— a. 1 


— — 


Hence the high eſteem which the author has more than once 
heard Dr. Stennett expreſs, in the ſtrongeſt manner, for Shaw's 
Jmmanucl, in which this change, and the fruits of it are largely de- 
icribed, | 1 
* ohn vii. 39, { Kom. viii. 9. § 2 Cor. v. 5. 
Epheſ. i. 14. f 2 Tim. i. 7. t Rom. viii. 13. 
1 1 Cor. xii. 13. + Epheſ. v. 9g. Gal. v. 22, 23. 
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But though all true believers partake of this one ſpi- 
rit, as the children of God, and thereby evidence their 
ſpiritual relation to each other, as brethren in Chriſt; 
yet not all to the ſame degree. There are little chil- 


dren, young men, and fathers in Chriſt“. The diffe- 


rence, with reſpect to degrees in grace, is very conſide- 
rable, and frequently very diſcernible. The various 
reaſons of this difference cannot now, for want of time, 
be inveſtigated. It is our mercy that the evidence of 
our title to eternal ſalvation does not ariſe from the de- 

ree, but the reality of grace. Thoſe, however accord- 
ing to the tenor of the New Teſtament, are moſt hap- 
py, both here and hereafter, who moſt abundantly 
4 grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.” The man of God, whoſe 
deceaſe occaſioned this diſcourſe, partook of the ſpirit 
of Chriſt in an eminent degree. His life, his miniſte- 
rial labours, and his writings, give abundant proof of 
it. He enjoyed and manifeſted a large meaſure, of the 
wiſdom that is from above, which is firſt pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, full of mer- 
cy, and good fruits, without partiality, and without 
hypocriſyh. - He now enjoys the bleſſed effects of it, 
and will enjoy them through never-ending ages. 


(3.) All true believers, as brethren, have an equal 
right to the privileges and advantages of the church, 
which is the houſe of God, their heavenly Father. 
Among theſe children of God, in the fame ſpiri- 
tual family,“ there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor fe- 
male: for they are all one in Chriſt Jeſus*. 


(.̃g4.) They are all heirs of the ſame glorious inheri- 
tance in heaven; an * inheritance that is incorruptible 
| and 
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* James iii. 17. § 1 Tim, iii. 15. John ii. 12. 14. * Gal. 
11. 28. Col. ili. 11. * 
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not to the church of God. TO 
man.“ But with particular force does the exhortation 


11 


and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, teſerved. in — 
heaven for all thoſe who are kept by the power of God; 


through faith unto falvationg.” To this inheritance 


they are all entitled in conſequence of their being the 


children of God by faith. For * if children, they are 
heirs ; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chriſt .“ 


On theſe, and ſimilar accounts, all true believers are 


juſtly ſtiled brethren, and ought to conſider themſelves, 


and one another, in that near and tender relation. 
They ought, therefore, to LOVE As BRETHREN : 

to be peculiarly concerned for each others welfare, 2 
to endeavour to promote it. As members of civil So- 


ciety, they are bound by many ſacred obligations to in- 
jure no man, and © 1f poſſi 15 to live peacebly with all 


men;“ to give no offence,” to any; f but N 
peak evil of no 


of the apoſtle come home to the conſciences of all real 
chriſtians, “ ſpeak not evil one of another, brethren||. 
May this, and every other divine direction be written 
on all our hear - | , 


In this, and i many other inſtances, the mini 


ſter of Ixsus Cyr1sT, now departed this life, excelled. 


He not only maintained, and on every occaſion mani- 
feſted the moſt cordial affection to the members of that 
church over which he preſided, and to thoſe miniſters 
and others, who were more immediately connected 
with him; but he was kind and affectionate, beyond 


many, to all miniſters, and all good men, of every de- 
; nomination, Hence he was, I believe we may ſay, 
without fear of exaggeration, loved and eſteemed, as 


much as any one can reaſonably expect to be in this 


world of imperfection, and ſelfiſhneſs. * « praiſe is 


in all the churches.” — T 
| | rue 
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$ 1 Peter i. 4, 5. + Rom. viii. 17. || James, iv. ij. 
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rue believers are not only brethren of each other; 
hut allo of their godly and faithful miniſters. Their mi- 
niſters are not only made of one blood,” and © men 
of like paſſions,” with themſelves ; but they are begot- 
ten of God, by the ſame © incorruptible ſeed of the 
Word of the Truth,” they partake of the fame ſpi- 
rt, and are heirs of the ſame glory. They are, in- 
deed, advanced above the reſt of their brethren, by the 
office, with which they are inveſted. They are appoint- 
to be, under Chriſt, the inſtructors, the ſhepherds, the 
rulers, and guides of the reſt*. When they act agree- 
ably to. theſe characters, they are * worthy of double 
honour,” and ought to be © eſteemed very highly in 
love, for their work's ſake .“ But they have no power 
in the church, beſides what Chriſt has given them. 
The church, is his, not theirs; He has not authoriſed 
them to he * lords over God's heritage, or to © have 
dominiop..over the faith“ of his people[]. The apoſ- 
tles diſclaimèd this kind of authority; and every ſuc- 
ceeding miniſter of the goſpel ought to do the ſame. 
They are brethren appointed to take care of the houſe 
of their heavenly Father, the church of the living 
God;” but have no right to dictate in it, according to 
their own opinion, or their own will, They are only 
appointed to direct and guide the reſt of their brethren, 
according to the expreſs will and appointment of Gd 
their Father, { ö bf 


Perhaps few miniſters have underſtood and practiſed 


the duties of their function, or have maintained a fra- 


ternal regard to thoſe over whom they preſided, better 
than the late reverend Dr. SrENNETT, who is now * 
gone to receive his reward, While he preſerved that||- - 

B dignity 


— 


*1 Tim, v. 17, : 1 Theſ. v. 12, 13. |; 2 Cor. i. 24. 1 Pet. v. 3. 
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dignity connected with his ſacred office. he condeſcend- 
ed with meekneſs and affection to ſerve the meaneſt as 
a brotLer in Chriſt, 


II. What knowledge the Chriſtians had already of 
the apoſtacy here predicted, we cannot poſitively ſay, 
from 2 Theſſ. ii. or ay on other paſſage. They. 

y 


rant of this event. The words will therefore naturally 


ſuggeſt that a good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt will re- 
mind his brethren of things which they already know, 


as well as inſtruct them in things of which they are ig- 


norant. The apoſtles themſelves, in this, as in other 
parts of the miniſterial work are our examples. One 


of them ſays © I will not be negligent to put you al- 


ways in remembrance of theſe things, though ye know 


them, and be eſtabliſhed in the preſent truth. I ſtir up 
your pure minds by. way of remembrance+.” - Another 
ſays, I will put you in remembrance, though ye once 
knew this.” So treacherous are the memories, fo fluc- 
tuating and inattentive the minds, and fo numerous 
the avocations, of moſt men; and fo neceſſary is it to 
keep the great things of God always in view, that an at- 
tention to this is obviouſly neceſſary in every goſpel 


- miniſter. Thoſe who duly conſider their danger, their 


weakneſſes, and their many enemies; and who defire 
to be always right, will be thankful for this kind of ad- 
monition, frequently repeated. The good miniſter 
whoſe death we now lament, was eminent in this branch 
of duty ; and was. well qualified to perform it to advan- 
tage. His ſeriouſneſs and affection gave great weight 
to his admonitions; while his cloſe attention and ferti- 
lity of mind, enabled him to diverſify them in a man- 
ner that generally rendered them pleaſing and accepta- 


ble. 
We 


+ 2 Pet. i. 12. iii. 1. 8 Jude * 


onclude, be totally igno- 
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111 
We learn from the preceding verſes what were the 
things of which Timothy is exhortedto put the brethren 
in remembrancg. To attempt an explanation of whic' 
would divert us from the deſign we have in view. 8. 
fice it to ſay that the apoſtle foretels an awful defect 
from the faith of Chriſt ; that in this defection the c 
mands of God would be oppoſed by the traditi- 
men; but that true chriſtians ought not to y. 
any human aathority, when that authority run 
ter to the divine will. We miniſters ſhall eaſ!i 
from hence, in general that it is neceſſary fo 
uy to ſhew thoſe who are committed to 
the nature, and danger of apoſtacy, the wat 
which is neceflary, in order to avoid ſeduction, a. wu. 
neceſſity of paying an unreſerved and conſtant attention 
to the will of God, as made known in his Word, not- 
withſtanding any commandments of men, Which are 
oppoſite to it. In doing this, we ſhall, fo far, act the 
part of good. miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, | 8 


The apoſtle clearly intimates that a good miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt is a character worthy, the ambition of Ti- 
mothy, and conſequently of all others, employed in 
that ſacred work. And, on the ſlighteſt reflection, we 
are led to aſk what can be equally noble and defirable ? 
What are thrones and kingdoms compared with this 
dignity? To ferve the 805 of God, the © Lord of 
glory” in his deareſt intereſts, in the higheſt ordinary 
office inſtituted by him in this world, far exceeds all the 
gawdy pageantry, with which weak mortals on earth are 
Wclatsd and which they ſo eagerly purſue. 


f the heighth of this dignity, .I am well perſuaded, 

the dear miniſter now a companion of the dead, was ve- 

ry ſenſible. He has therefore laboured, in the work of 

the miniſtry with induſtry and pleaſure during a long 

courſe of almoſt fifty years, though in ſuperior circum- 
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ſtances of life, and poſſeſſed of abilities which might, 
in many other fituations have raiſed him to a much 

higher ſphere of worldly grandeur. | 


Though the _ mentions diligence and care in 
the admonition of our brethren, as one thing which in- 
creates the excellency of a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, yet 


it cannot be ſuppoſed that this alone will conſtitute ſuch-> |} 


a character. Other excellencies are undoubtedly re- 
e and are elſewhere mentioned, which good mini- 
ters poſſeſs : And few men have diſcovered theſe in 
Auch a variety, and to ſo eminent a degree, as Dr. 
STENNETT. It is no part of my deſign, however, to at- 
tempt a narrative of his life and miniſtry; or a com- 
plete deſcription of his amiable character. This, I 
doubt not, will be done to much greater advantage, by 
the worthy perſon whoſe peculiar province it is||, and 
who, probably is poſſeſſed of the neceflary materials. 


In conſidering the paſſage before us, Four things may 
employ our attention on this mournful occaſion. | 

I. The general character of goſpel-preachers : 
They are miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. . 

IT. The particular qualities of a good miniſter of 
Jefus Chriſt, . 1 

III. The glorious reward of theſe. 
IV. The loſs that is ſuſtained when theſe are called 
away by death. 5 
Me may then apply, and improve the whole. 


I. Let us briefly confider the general character of goſ- 
pel preachers. They are © Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt.” 
To illuſtrate which character, it may not be improper 
to take a general view of their glorious Lord and Maſ- 

Pace ter, 


— 


The Rev. Dr. IXNV EI XG. 


— 


| KR | 

| E 
ter, Jeſus Chriſt To ſhew that the world and the 
church, for whoſe benefit they labour, are under his eye 5 


that he is their only Maſter ; and that, as his ſervants, | 
they act for his glory, and under his direction. | 


(1.) Jeſus Chriſt is their Lord and Maſfer. The pro- 
per divinity of our bleſſed Redeemer has been frequent- 
* fully proved, by men of the greateſt abilities; 
and this doctrine is built on the plain and poſitive teſti- 
mony of the holy Scriptures, which declare that in the 
beginning he was God, and that he is © over all, God 
bleſſed for ever.“ He made all things, is before all 
things, and by him all things ſubſiſt||.”” In this view, 
he has originally a Sovereign Dominion over all men in 
all the various ranks and departments of life. | 


5 


But in order to accompliſh that gracious deſign, the 
redemption of fallen man, * the Word,” which in 
the beginning was God, aſſumed human nature, 
« as made fleſh, and dwelt among us.” In the hu- 
man nature, he was born of a woman, lived on earth, 
preached, performed miracles, and died for the fins 
of men. He, © his ownſelf, bare our 'fins, in his 
own body on the tree.” In this body, he aroſe from 
the dead, aſcended into heaven, and © evef live; to 
make interceſſion for all that come untò God by 
himy.” He will, in the ſame body, come again, at 
the laſt day, judge the world, complete the ſalvation 
of all his followers, take them into his glory, and 
they ſhall fir with him on his throne, as he is . | 
on the throne of his Father||. | 


In this capacity, as Man, and Mediator, . All pow- 
er is given to him, in heaven, and in earth.“ He is 
advanced * far above all principality, and power, 
| and 
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: John i. 1. Rom. ix. g. || John i. 3. Col. i. 16, 17. 
+ 1 Pet. ii. 2. 8 Ads i. 2, 39, || Acts xii, 31, 
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and might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but alſo in thzt which 
is to come. The Father hath put all things under his 
feet, and hath given him to be the head over all things 
to the church, which is his body, the fulneſs of him 
that filleth all in all||.” OL 8 


As Satan has an intereſt in this world, begun and 
propagated by error, which operates by depravity, 
in rebellion againſt God, ahd terminates in everlaſting 
damnationò; ſo Chriſt, in oppoſition to him, has an 
intereſt, founded in grace, begun and propagated 
by truth, which operates to the production of holy 


obedience, and terminates in everlaſting life and 


glory. 

As Satan has his agents, men of power, parts, 
and influence, to promote his intereſt, by propa- 
gating errors, and encouraging ſin; ſo Jeſus Chriſt 
employs agents to proclaim his grace, explain, en 
force, and defend his truth; and thus, * to open the 


eyes of men, and to turn them from darkneſs to light, 


and from the power of Satan unto God; that they may 
receive forgiveneſs of fins, and inheritance among 
them which are ſanctified by faith in him.“ Theſe 


are the miniſters (or, as the word means, the ſervants 
of Chriſt) employed, under his direction and bleſ- 
ſing, to promote his intereſt among men, in oppoſi- 


tion to the intereſt of Satan, One grand and funda- 
mental part of their meſſage to ſinners is, Let the 
wicked forſake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts, and let him return to the Lord, and he 
will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon||.” But they are not only ap- 

* pointed 


— — 


— ld 


|| Mat. xxviii. 18, Epheſ. i. 21—23. & John v. 29. 
|| Rom. vi. 22. ++ Acts xxvi. 18, || Iſai. 1x. 5; 


11 
ointed to call ſinners to repentance. Their buſineſs 
is likewiſe to inſtruc, comfort, exhort, reprove, and 
admoniſh believers; and thus to train them up in his 
church, for his glorious Kingdom above. 


We go on to obſerve, 


(2.) Thatggthe world, and the church, for whoſe 
benefit theſe Miniſters of Chriſt labour, are under the 
eye and direction of Chriſt their maſter. He is © the 
h-ad of all things,” and therefore mult {ee all things, 
and know their ſtate and conduct. It is evident from 
the Epiſtles to the ſeven churches of AfiaF, that 
Chriſt knows and obſerves the temper and behaviour 
both of the wicked and the righteous ; and in the-moſt 
 emphatical language, he declares, © All the churches 
ſhall know that I am he which ſearcheth the reins 
and the hearts; and I will give to every one of you, 
according to your works.” Goſpel churches are par- 
ticularly called the © churches of Chriſtþ.” Miniſ- 
ters are charged to teach them, and all men, * what- 
ſoever he has commanded||, and to him they muſt 
give an account of their manner of doingiit} So that 
while it is, on the one hand, an honourable and glo- 
rious, it 1s, on the other, a ſerious and awful thing, 
to be © a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt.” 


* 


While miniſters are faithful in their work, Jeſus 
obſerves their labours, and the treatment they meet 
with; and will, at the great day, reward or puniſh 
both them and their hearers, © according to their 
works.” Though miniſters cannot but mourn for the 
folly of men, they have ncthing to do with ſecular 
penalties. They may cheerfully leave their labours 
and their ſucceſs with their great Maſter ; and ſhould 

We | they 
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I Rev. ii. iii, 4 Rom, 16, xiv. . Ma. xxviii, 20. 
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1 6 ] 
they have to lament that they have laboured in vain, 
and ſpent their ſtrength for nought;” each of them may, 


with, great conlolation, add, 6 yet ſurely my Judg- 
ment is with the 5 and my reward vith my God||.” 


(3.) Chriſt is their only Maſter and Lawgiver. 
He ſolemnly charges them “ call no man your father 
upon earth; neither be ye called maſters, for one is 
your maſter, even Chriſt. Miniſters of Chriſt are 
not allowed to ſubmit in things rtlating to bis king- 
dom and intereſt, to any authority but his own, The 
work is all his own. His honour is concerned in i“. 
He knows completely the means neceflary to ad- 
vance it, and what will have a different tendency, 
He is the ſupreme head of the church; and his word 
alone muſt dire& in all caſes; and decide in all con- 
troverſies. We have one Maſter, even Chriſt, 


and all we are brethren "2. 


(4.) As miniſters of Chriſt, we act for his glory, 
as well by his direction. To a true goſpel miniſter, 
& to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain;” becauſe at 
death, he goes to receive his reward with his bleſſed 
Maſter, and to be enthroned with him. It is the duty 
of every ſervant to conſult his Maſter's intereſt, as if 


it were his own: and it is the grand concern of a true 


goſpel miniſter that Chriſt may be magnified in his 
body, whether by life, or by deaths.“ In order to 
this, we, as his miniſters, muſt follow his directions, 
and teach thoſe who bear us, to“ obſerve all things 
whatſoever he has commanded.” ' Thoſe who are 
wicked enough to diſregard the word of Chriſt, which 
miniſters ſpeak, muſt anſwer for it to their Maſter, at 
that tremendous day, when both miniſters and peo- 
ple muſt give an account of their conduct, at the 

. ſame 


— r—_ 


[| Ifai. xl. 6. Marg. + Mat. xxili. ge 10. 


7 2 Cor, iv. 5. $ Phil, :. 20, 21. + Mat. xxviii. 20. 
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ſame impartial tribunal. For we muſt all appear 
before the judgement- ſeat of Chriſt ; that every one 
may receive the things done in his body, according 
to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad 1. | 


„ 
1 


Miniſters are indeed ee the Church: 
but it would be very abſurd from hence to infer, that 
the members of the church, or the whole church, 
collectively conſidered; are the maſters of their paſ- 


tors, It is enjoined upon chriſtians, and upon chriſtian 


miniſtery eſpecially, as we have juſt ſeen, that they call 
no man maſter, nor any of them exerciſe authority over 
others. Miniſters are placed over churches, to teach, 
guide, and prefide over them; not to be guided or ru- 
led by them. They are ſervants: of a peculiar kind, 
ſervants for CAriſts ſated. They are, like elder 
brethren, appointed to teach and guide, «and thereby 
to ſerve the reſt of the ſpiritual family. Every mini- 


ſter, however, in whom humility and love prevail, as 


they, ought to. do, will not only ſuffer, but defire, and 
prudeatly improve, every hint of information, admo, 
nition or advice, modeſtly ſuggeſted, by any of his 
brethren, whom he ſerves, ©, 


Perhaps none ever adorned the character of a minis 
ſer of Jeſus Chriſt, in all its various parts, more emi- 
nently than the late Dr. SrENNETT. Few could be 
more ſenſible of its importance and dignity; and, con- 
ſidering his conſtitution, not the moſt athletic, few 
have been more aſſiduous during an equal number of 


years. By the power, of divine grace, he imitated our 


k 


bleſſed 


* of Ta » * "4 - 111 i. 


nn. 


— 


'* 2% 721 eee. a0 
8 Proteſtant Diſſenters Magazine for Auguſt, 

He was aſſiſtant to his Father, the late Dy. Joſeph Stennett, and 
his ſucceflor as Paſtor of the Baptist Church in Little Mila. Street, 
Lincoln's- Inn - Fields, having been their Miniſter in both capacities, 
and with an affection, reciprocal and uninterrupted, near fifty years, 
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bleſſ:d Redeemer, and glorious pattern, “in this 
world,“ and he will undoubtedly have a peculiar degree 
of ** boldneſs in the day of Judgment.“ We may 
without hefitation, or fear of being contradicted, fay, 
that he was not only a miniſter, but a good miniſter of 
Jetus Chriſt. We proceed to enquire, - | 


II. What are the chief qualities which conſtitute 
this novle character. The apeſtle propoles this to Ti- 
mothy in our text, as the object of his holy ambition; 
and what ambition can be more laudable? At that 
day when ail things come to be placed in their true 
point of light, it will appear to have been an ambition 
1 worthy, the moſt generous breaſt, the moſt refined dil- 
cerament,. and the moſt elevated unden ſtanding; while 
thole who. now deſpile it, will be covered with ſhame 


A perſon may wear the name of a minifter, and not 
be a good Miniſter, nor even a good man, He may be 
given to wine, a ſtriker, greedy of filthy lucre, a braw- 
ler, and covetousd;“ in a word, the very feverſe of 
that character which is requiſite to conſtitute a good 
Minſter of Chriſt, Concerning tuch Miniſters, alas! 
the leaſt we can ſay is, that if “ their god be their bel- 

ly. if they glory in their ſhame, and mind earthly + | 
things,” they are the © enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt; | 
ad their end is deſtruction :.“ May this be duly conſi- 
d-icd by every one who is called a Miniſter of the } 
goipel | The principal qualities of a e miniſter are 
t oſe which follow; and they were, if I miſtake not, 
tound to an eminent degree, in our departed friend, 
who has now finiſhed his courſe with joy. 


( 1.) A good Miniſter of Jesvs Cnxüsr is a good man. 
He is truly converted, and ſincerely devoted to * 
Bi ; «6 0 


[| I Jahn iv. 17. 8 t Tim. li. Zo | . Phil. iii. 18. 19. 


3s. 18 : 
Jo the wicked, God faith, what haſt thou to do to 
declare my ſtatutes, or that thou ſhouldſt take my cove- 
nant into thy mouth+ ?”* This is the voice of reaſon, 


as well as the voice of God. Will any man cordially 


ſupport an intereſt which he does not fincerely love? Can 
a man teach a ſcience which he does not underſtand? or 
an art which he has never himſelf practiſed? Religion 
is a practical thing, Chriſtianity influences and engages | 
the heart and lite, as well as illuminates and ſancti- 
fies the underſtanding, Nor can any man propetly un- 
derſtand it, unleſs he experience the power, and prac- 
tiſe the duties of it himſelf ; becauſe it cannot be known 
in any other way. Our bleſſed Saviour therefore called 
his twelve deſciples to be his followers, before he ſent 
them to preach his word}. Before God commiſſioned 
Paul to publiſh his goſpel, he called bim by his grace, 
and revealed his Son in him. The direCions given to 


Timothy reſpecting the Biſhops or Paſtors, whom they 


ſhould ordain and encourage, ſuppoſe thoſe Paſtors to 
be truly good men ; and were we to any 


enemy 
burleſque Chriſtianity, 9 ruin mankind. Many 
indeed are the arguments which demonſtrate how pre - 
poſterous it is to employ an ungodly man to teach the 
religion of Jeſus; but we have not time, at preſent, to 
dilate upon chem. | | 


(2.) A good Miniſter is a man of ſufficiew abilities, 
To determine preciſely what are the abilities 22 


neceſſary + one who 1s called to fill this ſacred - 
ment, would require more time, and more accuracy | 
diſquiſition, than we can allow to this part of - 


t 
„ 


8 — do * — RY — 


+ Pſalm J. 16. $ Compare Mark iii. 12.— 20 Luke ix. 4 | 


1 See Aci ix. 1-10, Gal. i, 1 5 16, ++ Sec Tim. iii. Tit. is 


* e 


ſubject. Nor is it neceſſary to our deſign. It is evident 
that all good men are not qualified for the Miniſtry, and 
therefore cannot be good Miniſters. Nothing is more 


- 


clear than that man-who teaches others ought to be a 


man; of underſtanding. in the things he undertakes to 

(teach. It is allo. manifeſt that circumſtances of places, 
times, and perſons, widely differ. A mag may be a 

good Miniſter in one place, who would b@dbf little ule, 

nay injurious, in another. But a competent degree of 

knowledge and utterance, ſuperior to thoſe over whom 

we preſide, and whom we inſtruct, is moſt obviouſly re- 
quiſite for thoſe who are called to that high office. 1 

only add, that though it would not be prudent for any 

church, and it Ls be very imprudent in ſome church- 

| es, to reſt this ſolemn and weighty concern on their own 

| judgment alone ; yet it muſt certainly depend in a good 

3 degree, on particular churches to determine what parti- 
ccular Miniſter is capacitated to be a Paſtor for them. 
| 


After all; whether any particular Miniſter ſhall be fix- 
ed with any people, as their Paſtor, is always to be re- 
C ferred ſolely to their own option. In this matter, the 
| power is wholly in themſelves. The very reſpectable 
ſociety now mourning the loſs of ſo great and good a 
| man as the late Dr. STENNETT, want no advice that I 
* can give. But I ſhall give them no offence by obſerving, 
| that, undoubtedly one of the firſt things which has 
- ſtruck their minds 1s, that he ought to be no common 
3 man, either in point of ability or piety, who is com- 
| pletely qualified to fill a department left vacant by the 
| death of ſo great a Maſter in Iſrael. 


| 3.) A good miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, is a diligent 
' _- miniſter, and diligent in the peculiar buſineſs of his 

=. - calling. In every ſervant, diligence is a neceffary 
| quality ; and none can be a good ſervant without it. 

| In the things of God, in which the eternal intereſt of 
immortal fouls are concerned, indolence and trifling 
are, in the higheſt degree, criminal and inexcuſable. 

| | A man 


E 831 

A man that would acquit himſelf as a good Miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt, muſt be avaricious of time; and 
muſt take the utmoſt care that he be not robbed of 
it, by unneceſſary ſleep, unprofitable converſation, 
improper recreations, too long or too many viſits to 
others, or viſitors of himſelf, unuſeful books, or any 
thing clſe, whatſoever, | He muſt ©* give attention to 


" 


reading, to exhortation, to doctrine 3 he muſt medi- 


rate upon divine things, and if poſſible, give himſelf 
wholly to them; that his profiting may appear to 
all“.“ f | | 


A good miniſter muſt “ endure hardneſs as a good 


# 


ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt.” He muſt not, without ab- 


ſolute neceſſity, entangle himſelf with the affairs of 
this life, that he may pleaſe Him who hath choſen 
him to be a ſoldierf.” 1 | 

| (45) A good miniſter of Chriſt ſtudies, with unre- 
mitted aſſiduity, the word of his great Maſter. ' It is 


inexcuſable in a ſervant not diligently to ſeek after 
the knowledge of his maſter's will, It a maſter have 


taken proper methods to make his will known, and 


have put all proper directions into the hands of his 
ſervants, on every ſubject, and in the plaineſt lan- 
guage, the ignorance of the ſervants is, in that caſe 


highly cenſurable. But this our bleſſed Redeemer 
and glorious Maſter has done. He has given us his> 


own Word, the moſt comprehenſive book in the 
world, and in every thing that reſpects the holineſs 
and happineſs of men, the plaineſt book, to be the ſole 
directory for his miniſters and people, in all ages; 
and in all places. He juſtly requires, and will abun- 


dantly reward an unreſerved attention to it. It is 


the duty of all men, particularly of all miniſters, to 
“ ſearch the \criptures daily;” and to * let the 
3 word 
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word of Chriſt dwell in them richly in all wiſdom.” 
that they may be able by ſound doctrine, both to 
exhort and. to convince the gainſayers, and to 
& bring out of this treaſure, things new and old,” for 
the cdification of thoſe among whom they labour“. 
(5+) A good miniſter frequently and fervently prays. 
for his people, as well as for himſelf. He well 
knows that it is in every ſenſe, a truth, and an impor- 
tant truth, that, ** except the Lord build the houſe, 
they labour in vain who attempt to build it; and ex- 
cept the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh 
but in vain z.“ Particularly in the miniſtry of the 
word, and in the chriſtian life, nothing can ſucceed 
to good purpoſe, but as the bleffing and energy of 
the divine ſpirit accompany all our endeavours. 
Neither is he that planteth any thing, nor he that 
watereth ; but God that giveth the increaſe+,” The 
greateſt ſaint upon earth, is not ** ſufficient of himſelf 
think any thing as of himſelf; but all his ſufficiency 
s of God.“ It has, however, pleaſed God to aſſure us 
that he will „give his Holy Spirit to them that aſk 
him$,” and he has made interceſſion for others, the 
duty of all his children. We 2 by the 
apoſtle to make ſupplications, prayers, and inter- 
ceſſions for all men; and particularly to make © ſup- 
plications for all ſaints .“ \ 


On every account, therefore, from conſiderations of ½ 
duty and of intereſt, the good Miniſter is a man of è 

| prayer, both for himſelf and others ; eſpecially for thoſe 
| more immediately under his care. How eminently was 
3 this exemplified in the conduct of the holy apoſtles, eſ- | 
pecially Paul,who not only teaches the chriſtians to pray 
| or | 


— 
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for each other; but frequently informs them how ear. 
neſtly he and others interceeded for them. Prayer is 
one great mean of ſpiritual praſperity; and happy is 
that man and that Miniſter, who keeps the truth of this 
fact continually before his eyes. A lies and lively 
ſenſe of it, is very eſſential to a good Miniſter of Jesus 


CHRIST, 


(6.) A good Miniſter 2calouſly and faithfully attends 


to every part of the miniſterial work, with a view to the _ 


eat objects for which it is appointed, No ſervant can 
— a good one, who does not with integrity ſeek the 

romotion of his maſter's advan as though it were 
his own. This every ſervant, every maſter, on ſe- 
rious conſideration, conſtantly feels and acknowledges : 
and it is plainly ſuppoſed in the Scriptural direction gi- 
ven to ſervants. * Not with eye · ſervice, as men pleaſ- 
ers.“ Having ſuch a regard to the intereſt of your 
maſters as will excite your diligent attention to it, when 
they are abſent, as if they were preſent, and had their 
eyes upon you, Correſpondent with this, the divine di- 
rection to all chriſtians, more particularly calls for the 
faithful attention of all miniſters of the goſpel. ©* Whe- 
ther therefore ye eat or drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God.. | 


Nor can any ſervant be approved, who does not faith- 
fully attend to every part of his maſter's work, If any 
part be wilfully neglected, if a ſervant attend to ſome 
parts, and omit others, he cannot be eſteemed a good 
ſervant, This is univerſally known, If therefore, any 
Miniſter voluntarily neglect any part of the ſacred work 
to which he is called, for the advancement of the inter- 
eſt of his great Maſter in heaven, or the ſalvation of 
men, the conſequence is clear, So far as he does Ng 

e 


* 
—— * 
* 


I Ephes, iii, 24.—vi. 18, 19. Col. iv. 12, paſſm, 1 1 Col, i. 22, 
1 Cor. x. 31. | | 
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he is not a good Miniſter of Estrs Cugtsr. Mini. 
ters in deed are men; and all men are defective, and 
may miſtake, through ignorance, or for want of due at- 
tention. Of this their Maſter, who © ſearches the 
reins and the heart, is the only complete Judge. It 
muſt be left to his deciſion,” Our duty is, not © to judge 
one another.” The great day * ſhall declare it, the 
fire ſhall try every man's work, of what ſort it isl,“ 
both with reſpect to quality and quantity, On the 
deciſion of our Sovereign Judge, every man ſhall re- 
ceive his own reward, according to his own labour.“ 


The work of a goſpel miniſter i is various. He wat: 
e preach the word.“ He muſt be inſtant, in ſeaſon, 
out of ſeaſon, He muſt reprove, rebuke, exhort, as 
. occaſion requires, „ with all lon g-ſuffering g, .and doc- 
trine®, He muſt “ teach all Win s that Chriſt has 
commanded.” He muſt keep back nothing that is 
profitable to men. He muſt not Thun'* to declare all 
the counſel of Gop f.“ He muſt keep-and adminiſter 
the Ordinances,” as they are deliyered to us by Chriſt 
and his apoſtles. Nor muſt he be content with teach- 
ing publicly. He muſt take proper opportunities alſo 
of teaching from houſe to houſeſl. He muſt watch for 
the ſouls of his people, as © one, that muſt give an 
account. & He is appointed to preſide and to rule in the 
Church of God, But he muſt do it under the direct ion 
of JIxsus CarisT, Under that direction, he muſt 
« ſpeak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority.” 
Vet it will be neceſſary for him to mingle with the 
a authority with which he is inveſted, as much AS poſſi- 
| ble, © the meeknels and gentleneſs of Jesvs.” 


N 7. A good miniſter exemplifies his doctrine in his 


behaviour. He conſiders it his duty. and he deſires 
and 
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F 
and endeavours, to © adorn the doctrine of Gop our 
Saviour in all things.“ His public and private life is a 


tranſcript of the duties in which he inſtructs his peo- 
ple. He recommends the religion of Jeſus by his con- 


duct, as well as in his public miniſtrations. He is a 


good huſband, a good parent, a good maſter. He 
fills every department, and acts in every relation with 
a chriſtian temper, and with a conſcientious regard to 
the directions of that ſacred book, from which he gives 


directions to others. In a word, in the general courſe 


of his behaviour, a good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt is“ a 
pattern of good works, an example of the believers, 
in word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, 
in purity ].“ 


A good Miniſter of Chriſt, is, without all controver- 


| 


F ſy, the higheſt title borne on earth; and the office at- 


tached to it is the higheſt office that mortals are called 
to execute. But the dignity and value of it are not 
juſtly eſteemed by carnal minds. The carnal man, 


alas! is in darkneſs, on this and every other ſpiritual 
ſubject. He therefore “ calls evil good, and good evil; 


puts darkneſs for light, and light for darkneſs ; bitter 
for ſweet, weet for bitter.“ But to thoſe who 
are taught of God, things appear in a very different 


light. Thoſe who know and conſider the worth of im- 


mortal ſouls ; who have, in ſome meaſure a juft con- 


ception of the evil of fin, and the fallen ſtate of man; 


who have learnt the value of a complete Saviour, and 
experienced the power of the goſpel, ſee a real value 
and dignity in the goſpel miniſtry, Few, I believe, 
have been more ſenſible of this than the great man 
whoſe name has been before mentioned. He highly 
eſteemed this ſacred function, he © magnified his of- 
fice,” by the aſſiduity with which he attended to the 
duties of it, and the purity of converſation with which 

| he 
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he adorned it, during a long caurſe of years. He is 
now gone to reſt with his glorious Maſter and Saviour; 
and his © works will follow him.“ May the God of 
the ſpirits of all fleſh, raiſe up many others, who may 
imitate, and if poſſible, excel, ſo bright an example! 


III. We proceed, briefly to obſerve the © happy 
end, and peculiar reward of a good Miniſter of Jelus 
Chriſt.” £6 þ | 

A reward, in the ſenſe in which the Scripture fo fre- 
quently uſes that term, does not intend any, thing 


| which the recipient deſerves. Were this the caſe, no | 


man upon earth could be rewarded with happinels, 
For in the ſight of God can “ no fleſh living be juſti- 
fied*,” on account of his own righteouſneſs. We are 
under the moſt indiſſoluble obligations to devote our 
all to the ſervice of our Maker, fo long as he continues 
our exiſtence, without any proſpect of future reward. 
Thoſe who have, in the molt perfect manner done 
al! that is commanded them,“ have ſtill reaſon to ſay 
they are unprofitable ſervants.” They have only done 
that which was their duty to doh.” But in many 
things we all offend ; and therefore can plead no merit 
of any reward from the Moſt High. * It is of the 
Lord's mercies we are not conſumed.” 


Such, however, is the exuberant goodneſs of the 
great God, that he not only freely pardons every peni- 
tent believer in his dear ſon ; but has moreover, given 
us the moſt poſitive affurance that he will reward his 
faithful ſervants hereafter, © according to their works,” 
and proportion their glory to the ſervices they have, by 
his grace, done for him in the preſent world. This 
doctrine runs through the New Teſtament+. He who 
knows the hearts, and all the circumſtances of men, 
according 
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according to rules of wiſdom, purity and love, by which 
he will at the day of Judgment, determine the eternal 


condition of all, will confer glory on his faithful ſer- 
vants, according to the labours and ſufferings which. 
they have here gone through to honour and ſerve him ; 
and inflict puniſhments on thoſe who have lived and 
died in rebellion againſt him, according to the guilt 
they have here contracted. | | 


Hence it is manifeſt that, not only falvation itſelf is 
the free gift of God to finners ; but the rewards of glo- 
ry, proportioned to our holineſs, are all rewards of tree 
grace. For every believer is under indiſpenſible obliga- 
tions to glorify him to the utmoſt of his power, were 
there no ſuch rewards promiſed, or conferred. Thus it 
appears that our God is a God of tranſcendant grace and 
mercy indeed ; and in this, and in every inſtance, con- 
netted with our redemption and happineſs, he © has 
abounded towards us in all wiſdom and prudencey.” 


When this great rewarding day commences, | good 


miniſters of JEsUs C4R1sT will be, in a peculiar man- 


ner, diſtinguiſhed, They that be wiſe,” who have 
here attended to the voice of the bleſſed Redeemer, and 
are taught of him ** ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
firmament ; and they that turn many to righteout- 
neſs,” ſhall ſhine with more ſplendor, as the ſtars for 
ever and ever+,” \ 


How animating are the words of the apoſtle Peter, 
to every good miniſter of Chriſt. “ Feed the flock - 
of God, which is among you, taking the overſight * 
thereof, not by conſtraint, but willingly ; not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind. Neither, as being 
lords over God's heritage, but being enſamples to the 
flock: And when the chief Shepherd {hall appear, 
ye ſhall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 

| D 2 away.“ 
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away.“ Every good and faithful goſpel miniſter, 
may, therefore, at the approach of death, notwith- 
ſtanding his imperfections, look backwards and for- 


wards with unutterable conſolation. He may tri- 
umphantly declare, I am now ready to be offered, 


and the time of my departure is at hand. I have 


fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have 


kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me 


a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the right- 
eous Judge, ſhall give me at that day: and not to me 
only, but unto all them alſo that love his appear- 
ing. ]“ Such are the delightful proſpects of faithful 
nuniſters when death approaches; and ſuch will be 


their everlaſting felicity. What are all the hardſhips 


under which they here labour? What 1s all the 
: hardne$ which they are here called to endure}, in 
the proſpects of that eternal reward? Surely, not 
only common Chriſtians, under their common trials, 
but Goſpel Miniſters, under their peculiar diſtreſſes, 
may reckon, with the great apoſtle, « that the ſuf- 
ferings of this preſent time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which ſhall be revealed 
in us*,” ' | 


Our late invaluable Friend, who now fleeps in the 
duſt, enjoyed, while here, as many advantages in the 
courſe of Providence, as moſt miniſters enjoy. He 
had, however, his trials, as well as others. But he 1s 
now delivered from them all. His happy ſpirit is now, 
through the grace in which he truſted, in which he 
triumphed, and which, with ineffable delight, he i- 
fied to others||, admitted into the bliſsful world where 
« God ſhall wipe away all tears from his eyes; and 
there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor cry- 
ing, neither ſhall there be any more pain : for the for- 
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mer things are paſſed away d. The views of thoſe un- 
ſpeakable delights, and of that ! fulneſs of joy,” which 
he now poſſeſſes, in the boſom of his Saviour, will un] 
doubtedly alleviate the ſorrows of thoſe who are now 
lamenting the loſs of ſo eminent a ſervant of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ſo univerſal a friend of mankind. Their 
lo, J venture to ſay our loſs, is his everlaſting gain. 
By this thought, however, we are naturally brought, * 


In the IVth, and laſt place, to confider the diſad- 
vantage ſuſtained by the death of a-good miniſter of 
| Jeſus Chriſt.” This is very confiderable, whether we 
ſpeak of it as reſpecting the world at large, the coun- 
try in which he has lived, the churches and miniſters 
with whom he was intimate, the church over which 
he preſided, or the family particularly affected by ſuch 


a'bereavement. 


However romantic an infidel may affect to eſteem 
the aſſertion, a good miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, eſpeci- 
ally ſuch an one as Dr. STENNETT, is no inconſider- 
able bleſſing to the world at large. 


Good miniſters are common bleſſings to mankind. 
They are, eminently, © the light of the world, and 
the ſalt of the earth,” and ſome of them are «© burn- 
ing and ſhining lights.” By their conduct, their 
temper, their behaviour, and ſuch as have publiſhed 
valuable tfeatiſes, for the iuſtruction of mankind, do 
alſo, by their writings, diffuſe light, and diſſeminate 
truth, purity, peace, and love, wherever they are 
known, and as far as their influence extends. The 
great enemy of all good, has poured forth and con- 
tinues to pour forth floods of delufion and impiety; 
by which he is endeavouring, to overflow and to poi- 
fon this unhappy world. Good miniſters, as in- 
ſtruments in the Lord's hands, endeavour to flem 

the 
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the torrent, and prevent its baneful effects. Sv far 
as their influence extends they, through grace, hap- 
pily ſucceed. But when they are removed by death, 
their endeavours on earth are at an end. Being dead, 
they can only now ſpeak by their writings, and by 
the recollection of a few individuals, who were wit- 


neſſes of their inſtructions, and their holy tempers 
and behaviour, 5 


SGocd miniſters, as we have already ſeen, are both 
teachers and examples. In both ways, they propa- 
gate and ſupport, whatever contributes to the welfare 
of ſociety. They explain and reccommend, and in 
ſome inſtances, a few of them have the opportunity 
of exemplify ing, the duties of magiſtrates. But they 
for obvious reaſons, more frequently, and more fully 
explain, recommend, ad exemplify, the various du- 
ties of ſubjects, They recommend, and they exem- 
plify, obedience to civil government, and due reſpect 
to thoſe in authority; peace, and mutual benevolence 
among equals; and ſobriety, induſtry, honeſty, and 
contentment among all. The knowledge of Chriſt is 
the only proper ſource of all that is truly good in the 
world. From thence flow genuine holineſs and hap- 
pineſs. A good miniſter, in propagating the know- 
ledge of the bleſſed Redeemer, “ waters the tree at 
* the root, whereby it becomes flouriſhing and fruit- 
ful; whereas the laying down of moral rules for 
<«« theexerciſe of virtue, and ſubduing vicious affec- 
“tions, without directing men to derive ſpiritual 
«« ſtrength, by prayer, and in the uſe of ordinances, 
from the Mediator, the fountain of all grace, and 
« without repreſentinghis love as the moſt powerful 
* motive and obligation to obedience, is but mere 
* philoſophy, and the higheſt effect of it, is but un- 
«© regenerate morality||.” | 

Thus, 


— — — — 
—— 


— tr _ 4 
— 2 


Dr. Bars, Funeral Sermon for Dr. Jacoms, Works, p- 707. 


- 


for kings, for all in authority, and for all men. 


11 _ bk 
Thus, while good miniſters are 5 every 
thing injurious to men as individuals, and to ſociety 
in general, and taking the moſt effectual methods 
for its demolition; while they are, on the other hand, 
purſuing the moſt certain methods to make individu- 
als, and the world at large, holy and happy, they 
are public bleſſings; and the loſs of them by death, 
may be juſtly a matter of public lamentation, © 


The good Miniſter now called from us, the late Rev. 
Dr. STENNETr, was ſingularly qualified to benefit So- 
ciety at large. The eſteem in which he was held by 
men of all parties, his extenſive connections, his ac- 
quaintance with thoſe in ſuperior ſtations, his benevo- 
lent and truly liberal difpoſition, his great prudence, 
his polite behaviour, his various learning and know- 
ledge, and his genuine piety, ſingularly qualified him 
for extenſive public uſefulneſs ; and on theſe accounts 
his departure from our world, ought to be, and un- 
doubtedly will be, more generally regretted, | 


All mankind, from the king to the meaneſt peaſant, 
ſtand in need of the prayers of good men; and ought 
highly to value them, Chriſtians are taught to pray 

eal 
Chriſtians, and eſpecially good miniſters of Jeſus 


Chriſt; are conſcientious in the performance of this 


duty. A nation like ours, the fins of which are ariſen 
to ſuch dreadful enormity ; which ſo evidently, for 
theſe ſins, lies under the trowns of the Almighty, and 
yet appears ſo little apprehenſive of danger, is in pe- 


culiar need of good miniſters, who will “ ſtand in the 


gap before God for the land, that he may not deſtroy 
it“ .“ Seyeral good miniſters have lately been called 
away from this ſinful nation, by death ; among which 
I tear no cenſure, when I call Dr. STENNEr one of the 
firſt 
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Frſt. In being deprived of the prayers of theſe, GREAT 
BRITAIN, however inſenſible of it, ſuſtains no inconſi- 


* 


derable loſs. ay 


While good miniſters are, as far as they can, the 
ſervants of all mankind, they are particularly concern- 
ed for the welfare of the Churches of Chriſt. They 
have generally a connection or correſpondence with 
many of theſe churches, beſides that 'over which they 
immediately prefide. To ſuch connection, and to 
others, with yhom they correſpond, their loſs is felt, 
when removed by death, in proportion to the degree 
in which they have exerted themſelves to do them 
ſervice. Their occaſional diſcourſes, their advices in 
caſes of difficulty, their aſſiſtance in arduous and ex- 
bpenſive undertakings for the intereſt of religion, are 
now no more. This may be ſaid, with great truth of 
the good Miniſter ſo often mentioned, the death of 
whom is now ſo generally lamented. Though his li- 
berality of ſentiment, and benevolence of temper were 
great and exemplary, yet he was more immediately 
connected with one denomination of chriſtians than any 
other. I am perſuaded my brethren. of that denomi- 
nation will excuſe me in ſaying, that a connection of 
miniſters and churches have ſeldom had more occaſion 
to mourn for the death of one fingle man, 


* 


\ 


But of all churches, none can be affected equally 
with that over which he preſided in the paſtoral office. 
The eaſy, convincing, evangelical, affeEionate, judi- 
cious manner, in which he led them through all the 
doctrines of chriſtianity, through the various parts of 

chriſtian- experience, and through the various branches 
of duty, and explained to them the different parts of 
ſcripture ; the happy methods by which he elucidated 

the hiſtories, interpreted the prophecies, opened the 

- parables, and improved the miracles recorded in that 
« Invaluable book; with what accuracy, candour, and 
moderation 
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moderation he ſolved its difficulties, and reconciled its 
apparent contradictions, cannot, I am perſuaded, bs 
ſoon forgotten; nor will the diſadvantage which they * 
ſuſtain by the loſs of ſuch an expoſitor, and ſuch a 
preacher, be eaſily repaired. The wiſdom, the cau- 
tion, the tenderneſs, the ſeriouſneſs, with which he in- 
ſtructed, directed, admoniſhed, and comforted them, 
in their church meetings, and in his paſtoral viſits, 
will by them, be long, and affectionately remembered, 
Theſe advantages, however, are all taken from them, 
with his precious life; and they are left to ſorrow that 
« they ſhall ſee his face no more}.” T * 


To all which, we have yet to add, that the ſenſation 
of Dr. STENNETT's family, muſt, on this mournful 
occaſion, be painful, in one view, beyond thoſe of any 
others. A valuable young gentleman, educated for 
the Chriſtian miniſtry, has loſt his beſt inſtructor and 
guide. The tenderneſs with which his Father loved 


| him, the ſolicitude with which his Father conſulted 


his beſt intereſts, are well known to all who had any 
intimacy with the family and the church: and the holy 
ardour with which the Father pleaded for his Son, at 


the throne of Grace, may be naturally inferred. Nor 


can any wiſe and good man diſpute the value of ſuch 
affection, ſuch ſolicitude and ſuch interceſſion, The 
loſs of ſuch a Father, by ſuch a Son, in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, muſt be long lamented by all who knew them 
both; but eſpecially by the young Miniſter on whom 
the weight of it lies. The Lord grant that this viſi- 
tation, with every other affecting providence, may, 


through the power of the divine Spirit, be improved 


by him, to advance his faith, humility, and diligence, 
his ſpirituality, and zeal, in imitation of his truly ex- 
cellent Father; and that his amiable ſiſter, who ſhares 


with him in the fame calamity, may ſhare in the 
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benefits for which ſuch a diſpenſation of providence, 
may, by grace, be improved. MF 


In all I have faid of this good miniſter, and the 
general eſteem he met with in the world, I would not 
be underſtood to mean that he had no enemies ; no 
carping individuals, who manifeſted a deſire to aſperſe 
his character, or to diminiſh the reſpect with which he 
was treated by good men in general. This was not to 

be expected. This was not the caſe of his bleſſed 

Maſter; who himfelf was accuſed of having a confe- 
deracy with Beelzebub, and who ſaid to his : followers, 
* Woe unto you when all men ſhall ſpeak well of you; 
for ſo did their fathers to the falſe prophets.||” 


Nor 1s it pretended that he was abſolutely free from 
real defects. Such a pretenſion would be moſt abſurd, 
He was the degenerate ſon of fallen Adam. He was, 
* by nature, a child of wrath, even as others. f“ He 
was indeed, evidently renewed by grace, and did not, I 

am perſuaded, voluntarily allow himſelf in any thing 
criminal. On the contrary, he was eminent for piety 
and morality : He was a faithful, zealous and uniform 
ſervant of the /adorable Redeemer. But he himſelf \ 
would readily acknowledge his defects. Perhaps no 
one ever heard him pray, without ſuch acknowledge- 
ments. Nor is it the leaſt breach of charity, or want 
of candour to ſay, that thoſe who do not ſee their own 
imperfections, do not ſufficiently know themſelves. 
* In many things we all offend*.” „If we ſay we have 
no ſin, we deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not in 
usf.“ It is a falſe delicacy, to ſay the leaſt of it, for 
which the ſcripture gives us no warrant, to ſpeak of 
any man, as though he had no imperfections. It 
could never with truth, be ſaid of Peter, of Paul, or of 
any other man, the man Chriſt Jeſus excepted. But 
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happy are they who are as much ſanctified as the late 


Dr. STENNETT. 


Should it be enquired, why ſo much is ſaid of the 
lives and deaths of good miniſters ; of Dr. STENNETT 
particularly, I repeat what was hinted in the beginning 
of this Diſcourſe ; that I make theſe obſervations on 
the death of this great man of God, partly as a tribute 
of reſpect to his memory; more eſpecially as a tribute 


of gratitude to the God of all grace, who in love to us, 


and to our fellow creatures, made him ſo eminent in 
purity and in uſefulneſs. To the grace of God he 
cheerfully aſcribed all his attainments in holineſs, all 


his capacities, and all his ſucceſs; and to the ſame 


grace we ought to aſcribe them. But to do this with 
our tongues merely, will be of little importance. Ma- 
ny valuable prafical inſtructions may be derived from 
the ſubject of this Diſcourſe, I conclude with mention- 
ing a few of them. May they be deeply written in all 


our hearts, | 
(i..) If good Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt be ſuch in- 


valuable bleſſings to mankind, how will thoſe appear 
before their great Maſter, who deſpiſe them, or refuſe 
to hear their inſtructions ? The awful day, Sirs, will 
ſoon commence, when their value will be clear to every 
underſtanding, and to every conſcience. Soon will 
our eternal Judge, ſo far as they deliver his truth, 
realize the ſolemn threatening connected with their 
commiſſion. Whoſoever ſhall not receive you, nor 
hear your words, it ſhall be more tolerable for Sodom 
and -Gomorrah, in the Day of Judgment than for 
them“ .“ He that heareth you, heareth me; and he 
that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me: and he that de- 
ſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me.“ 
5 TS 2 | | The 
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The unhappy infidel, ſpeculative and practical, now 
diſregards the voice of Jeſus, in his Word, and in 
the miniſtry of his ſervants ; but when that day comes, 
he will be able to ſhut his ears no longer. He now 
- lives in determined neglect and ſcorn of the things that 

would make for his peace; but let him remember, they 
will ſoon be © hid from his eyes.” What can be ſaid, 
while © the day of falvation” continues, to perſuade 


theſe deluded mortals to conſider, that the Lord Jeſus 


ſhall be revealed from ' heaven, with- his mighty angels, 
in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that Know 
not Gop, and that obey not the Goſpel of JESus 
CarisrTh !” 


(2.) Let good miniſters of Chriſt be treated, while 
he continues their lives, with that regard and efteem, 
which become their character, and the ſacred employ- 
ment to which he has called them. In 7hemſelves, they 
readily acknowledge, they are but as other men. They 
are only part of that apoſtate race, who have all revolted 
from the living GoD : And, though called by grace 
to their high and holy office, they willingly confeſs their 
great unworthineſs before him. But their Maſter re- 
quires that they ſhould be eſteemed very highly in 
love, for their works' ſake ;” and that they be count- 
ed worthy of double honour®*.” Their office is the 
moſt important office known among men. They are, 
in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, © the falt of the earth.” They 
are the inſtruments which IEHOVAH employs for the 
eternal happineſs of mankind. They are, ſtrictly, and 
properly, the defenders of the faith, the liberty and the 
purity of the golpel||. The bleſſings enjoyed by their 
inſtrumentality, are more valuable than gold, than 
empires, than worlds; and durable as eternity. They 

therefore, 
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therefore, ought to be, and it is the command of Jeſus 
that they ſhould be, very highly eſteemed for their 


works” lake.” b 


(3.) Let us all praiſe Gop for the many good 
miniſters who yet live; for the ſignal advantages 
which the church and the world in general have re- 
ceived from thoſe who are dead ; and particularly from 
the great and good Dr. STENNETT. Nearly half a 
century he has moved in an extenſive ſphere of uſeful- 
neſs, with very general acceptance and eſteem. Many, 
doubt not, have been begotten in Chriſt Jeſus, by 
him, rhrough the goſpel, Many have been edified, and 
trained up for eternal felicity, under his miniſtrations. 
He has been a ſuccourer of many.” By his vari- 
ous ingenious and valuable writings, © though he is 
dead he yet ſpeaketh,” to many miniſters and private 
Chriſtians, on the moſt practical and profitable ſub- 
jects; and will, there is reaſon to believe, continue to 
ſpeak, and to be heard with pleafing attention, for ages 
yet to come. Let us praiſe “ the Father of Spirits“ 


for all the benefit which may yet be received from his 
inſtructive and agreeable publications ; for the benefits 


ſters of Jeſus Chriſt, of every denomination, who are 
already gone to receive their reward; and for all who 
yet remain with us, to carry on the fame gloriqus de- 
ſign, the ſalvation of fallen men. | 


(4.) Let the viſitation which occafioned this dif. 
courſe, and the fimilar viſitations, which we have 
been lately called to lament, awaken us to more fer- 
vent prayer, that the Lord may be pleaſed to raiſe up 
many other good and faithful miniſters. The © reſi- 
due of the Spirit is with him.” It is his prerogative, 
and his only, to qualify men for this ſacred employ- 
ment, as well as to make them ſucceſsful, It may 

| now 


for all the good done by him, in this degenerate world 


that mankind have received from all other good mini- 
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now be ſaid, as it was in our Lord's time, that * the 
harveſt truly is great,” and we have reaſon to fear, in 
this age of vanity, and difbpation, that faithful, diſ- 
intereſted “ labourers are few.” O my brethren, be 
earneſt at the throne of grace, in beſceching the Lord 
of the harveſt, who alone is able, to © ſend forth 
labourers into his barveſt[|,” 


(5.) Let good miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, be ani-, 
mated by theſe conſiderations to zeal and diligen 1 
in their Maſter's work. They ſerve in the beſt of 
cauſes. They have the beſt of Maſters; who will 
aſſuredly ſtand by them in every part of their faithful 
ſervice+, Their reward in heaven will infinitely 
more than recompence all their trials and labours up- 
on earth, Their fellow-labourers ane called away: 
Their time of labour and trial is very ſhort, Soon 
they alſo muſt be called to the manſions above. 
The agents of Satan are indefatigable: Many of 
them exert all their power to advance his intereſt. O 
let us, at leaſt, equal their aſhduity i in promoting the 
intereſt of our bleſſed Redeemer ! | 


Difficulties and oppoſition are to be expected. 
We muſt © endure hardneſs :” but the victory is 
ſure to faithful warriors, and their reward will be 
glorious and everlaſting. The good miniſter, lately 
arrived in Paradiſe, does not now repent of bis dili- 
gence while on earth. His laborious days and reſtleſs 
nights are no more forever. Let all good miniſters 
of the ſame Jeſus be “ faithful unto death.” Their 
glorious Maſter has pledged his veracity that he will 
give them a crown of life g.“ 


(6.) Let us all remember, that the viſitation which 
we are endeavouring to improve, is a loud admonition 
| to 
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to us, as dying creatures. It is therefore our wiſdom 
and our happineſs to attend to our bleſſed Saviour's 
kind advice, © Be ye always ready.” Are any of my 
preſent audience unconverted ? What will ye do, if the 
meſſenger death ſhould come upon you as a thief in 
the night? Have you not read—can you be inſenſible, 


that ſo long s you continue in unbelief , the wrath of 
God abideth on you.” Could you wiſh to be called 


hence in that dreadful condition? If not, O ſeek. 


ye the Lord, while he may be found; call ye upon 
him while he is near. Let the wicked forſake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts : and let him 
return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
him, and to our Gop, for he will abundantly pardon||.” 
Have you thus returned to the Lord? Then keep 
Death conſtantly in view. Daily maintain a holy cor- 
reſpondence, by faith and prayer, with the bleſſed Re- 
deemer, who is © able to fave you to the uttermoſt;“ 
that, by the grace which you derive from © his fulneſs,” 


you may walk humbly with him, in the enjoyment of 


that © Peace of God which paſſeth all underſtanding.” 
Thus you will be able to declare, To me to live, is 
Chriſt, and to die is gain.” In this peaceful and holy 
ſtate, you are ready for life or death. Whether you 
live, you live to the Lord ; and whether you die, you 
die, to the Lord : Whether therefore you live or die, 
you are the Lord's.“ 5 4 


(7.) Allow me to conclude, by reminding you how 
much it is your duty to be earneſt in prayer, in behalf 
of that church which is now deſtitute by the deceaſe 
of her valuable Paſtor. The loſs of ſuch a Paſtor is 
indeed great; and, I apprehend, will long be ſenſibly 
felt. O act the Chriſtian part! 4 Weep with thoſe 
that weep;” and while you unite in deploring ns 

| loſs 
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| loſs which they ; ſuſtain, let your ſupplications aſcend” 


up with hain to the Father of light and grace, that 
he would ſupport them by his powerful Spirit; that 


he would direct them in the choice of another ſuitable 
miniſter ; that he would keep them united in love ; 
that he would bleſs and ſucceed among them, thoſe 
- miniſters who ſupply them by turns, till their great 


loſs ſhall be in foie meaſure repaired. Eſpecially that 


the dear young miniſter, who moſt ſeverely feels the 


ſtroke under which they mourn, may be “ ſtrength- 
ened with all might in the inner man; that his la- 
bours may be rendered very uſeful among them, or 
elſe where: and that they, as a church, may be 
c builded together for an habitation of God through 
the ſpirit.” That this may be their happineſs, your 
happinels, and the atlas: of every church of Chriſt, 
in city and country, throughout the world, may God 
of his infinite merey grant, through our bleſſed Re- 
deemer : '** who hath loved us, and waſhed us from 
our fins, in his own blood, and hath made! us kings 


and prieſts unto God, even his Father: To him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever.” Amen. 
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